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day is much different from that obtaining

during the last three or four years. A
better spirit prevails throughout the

State; and it is our duty to maintain

that buoyant feeling, and I believe we
shall maintain it. The voice of the
people throughout the late election wus
50 pronounced that eawcus government
has received its death-blow.

Me.” Borrox: Your
uncertain,

geat 1is still

M. EDDY: If 1 remember rightly

what I read in the Press, the hon. mem-
ber interjecting was one of the wen who
said on the platform that no pledge will
keep a crooked man straight. I say that

the reaction predicted by wise heads has

taken place ; the liberty which has been

Britain’s and Australia’s boast was ouly °
tied up for a time; and now, men with

hands and wminds unfettered can again
secure the common-sense vote of the
people. T believe that this feeling which
has extended throughout Western Aus-
tralia will extend also throughout the
Commonwealth, and that the people of
Australasia will at the next Federal
election condemn government by caucus.
His Excellency’s Speech concludes with
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Tur SPEAKER took the Chair at

2:30 o’clock p.m.

PrAYERS.

MEMBERS SWORN, ADDITIONAL
The Sreaxer announced that he had

. received a Commission from the Guvernor

the hope that this Parliament will materi- |
ally advance the well-being of the State ;

and I believe it will, by means of honest -

debate, by good, common-sense argu-

ments, and by allowing work to super- !

sede talk; though there is plenty

of room for honest and healthy oppo- |

sition. As each member expeasts to
give to his electors a fair account
of his stewardship, so do the Ministry
hope to give geueral satisfaction to the
State they represent. I bave pleasure in
seconding the motion for the adoption of
the Address-in-Reply. (Generalapplause.)

On motion by Mr. T. H. Barr (Leader -

of the Opposition), debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.
On motion by the Prenier, the House

adjourned until 230 p.m. on the next
Tuesday.

authorising him to administer the oath
to members not already sworn.

Hon. H. Gregory (Menzies), Mr. C. H.
Layman {Nelson), and Mr. P. Stone
(Greenough) took the ocath and sub-
scribed the roll.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Minister vor- WoORES: I,

Special by-laws of Bayswater Roads
Board. 2, Exemptions from rating
 under Lawlers Roads Board. 3, By-

laws of Nelson Roads Board.
By the Minister For MinEs: Annual

. Report of Mines Department for 1904.

QUESTION—METROPOLITAN WATER
sUPPLY, REDUCTIONS.

Mr. HORAN (for Mr. Daglish) asked

the Minister for Works; 1, Is it correct

that the price of water to the city of

. Perth has been reduced to 6d. per 1,000

gallons? 2, If so, will the same reduc-
tion apply to the municipalities of Subiaco
and Leederville? 3, If not, why not?
Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS
(Hon. Frank Wilson) replied: 1, Yes, for
road watering purposes, from Causeway
and Wellington Street bores, where punip-
ing is unnecessary, and from points on the
new 2lin. pumping main in Havelock

. Street prior to bore water being treated.

Also for the same purpose during period

_ from 1st Jume to 30th September, in-
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clusive, at any part of the reticulation in
the city. 2 and 3, All municipalities
within the hoard's area will be supplied
under same conditions as above.

MESSAGES (3), APPROPRIATION.

Messages from the Governor received
and read, recommending appropriation
for the purposes of the Stamp Act
Amendment Bill, Totalisator Duty Bill,
and Perth Mint Act Amendment Bill.

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS.

Tee PREMIER (Hon. C. H. Rason)
moved: -

That the House, unless otherwise orderad,
shall meet for the despatch of business on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, and
Fridays at 230 p.m., and shall sit until 6-30
p.m. if necessary, and if requisite from 730

. p.m. onwards.

He said: This motion should commend
itself to hon. members generally. It
must be apparent that, unless the sittings
of the Assembly were to be prolonged
into objectionable weather, it was neces-
sary that the ordinary sitting days should
be increased. Being anxzious to study
the wishes of members as far as possible,
it seemed to him that by including
Friday the wishes of a majority of
members would be met to a far greater
extent than by including Monday, because
members residing 1n country districts
would have the opportunity of returning
to their homes at the end of the week
and being back on the ordinary busi-
ness day of Tuesday. He hoped mem-
bers would agree to the extra day and
the extra hour, so that if possible—and
it seemed to him quite possible—the
business of the session might be got
through before Christmas.

Mz. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill): In
previous meetings of Parliament the
Labour party, of which he had the
honour to be leader, moved in the direc-
tion of extending the sitting hours by
meeting at 230 o'clock and by sitting
four days a week, While having no
intention of opposing the present motion,
he was surprised that the Premier
desired these extended sitting hours,
seeing that such a small amount of busi-
ness had been brought down for Parlia-
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ment to deal with during the present
session. There was just ome matter he ;

Sitting Days, ete.

desired to speak om, and with extreme
regret, When giving wnotice of motion,
the Premier stated that be had oot had
an opportunity of meeting the Leader of
the Opposition, but would do so before
moving the motion. However, not only
in this coanection but in other matters,
the Premier had not extended that
courteny to the Leader of the Opposition
which he (Mr. Bath) thought was due.
In the first place, the Premier had need-
lessly imparted to the election of Speaker
a party aspect, when such an aspect was
absolutely unnecessary, seeing that the .
nomination was acceptable to the Oppo-
sition. The same objection applied to the
appointment of the various Comnittees
for the session. It was to be hoped
that in the course of the proceedings of
this Parliament the Premier’s display of
gentlemanly conduet and courbtesy would
not be in inverse ratio to the majority
behind the Government. In the past,
the traditions of the Parliament had been
upheld by the courteous conduct that had
ruled between the leaders of both parties ;
and it was to be hoped that in the future
the same conduct would obtain as far as
this Assembly was concerned.

Tur PREMIER (in replv) : Whatever
sins he had been accused of in the course
of his political career, he did not think
he had ever been before accused of want
of courtesy, but generally thought that his
error was in the direction of eitreme
courtesy. However, if the Leader of the
Opposition thought he could give bim
lessons in what was due from the Leader
of the Government to the Leader of the
Opposition, he (the Premier) would always
be glad to receive any suggestions; but
the proper procedure, as healways under-
stood it, was for the Leader of the Oppo-
sition to wait upon the Leader of the
Government, rather than that the Leader
of the Government should wait on the
Leader of the Opposition. Had the Leader
of the Opposition adopted that procedure,
he would have been received with the
greatest courtesy and the greatest respect,
and would have been given that considera-
tion for the dignity of his office which
he (Mr. Bath) thought was justly due to
it. He (the Premier) hoped to be at all
times ready, willing, and anxious to
uphold the dignity of the proceedings of
the House. The Leader of the Upposi-
tion had no ground of cowplaini in this
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instance and he hoped the hon. member
never would bave.
Question put and passed.

PRECEDENCE,

Tue PREMIER (Hon. C. H. Rason)
moved—

That on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays |

(and also on every esecond Wednesday)
Government business shatl take precedence of
all motions and orders of the day.

It was not necessary fo enlarge on the
motion, as it was apparent to evervone,
and indeed it was the usual procedure,
that one day in a fortnight should be set
aside for private members’ business.
That had been done in past sessions, and
he proposed tv adopt the same procedure
this session.

Me. J.0. G. FOULKES (Claremont) :
Notice had been given to introduce a
Bill to amend the Wines, Beer, and
Spirit Sale Act, the only Bill (apart from
Government measures) given notice of.
It was true the member for Forrest (Mr.
A. J. Wilson) had given notice to ask
leave to introduce a Bill to establish a
legal eight hours day; bui one hardly
believed the hon. member was serious in
hiz intention. The Bill which he (Mr.
Foultkes} had given notice to introduce
dealt with an urgent matter, the intention
being to obtain power fromn Parliament
80 that no more public-house licenses
should be granted. The licensing bench
would be sithing next week, and all were
agreed as to the urgency of the matter,
and all were in favour of a system of
local option. If more licenses were
pranted theré would be greater difficulty
in dealing with the question; hence he
had thought it his duty to give notice of
the introduction of a Bill as soon as
pussible, and he now asked the Govern.
ment to give every opportunity to pass
the Bill this week, and that it be treated
practically as a Government measure.

Mr. A. J. WILSON (Forrest): In
view of the general desire on the part of
members sitting on the Government side
of the House to rise from their labours
as shortly after Christmas as possible, it
was only fair, seeing that members had
generously conceded to work an hour
longer per day and to put in an exfra
day per week, that private members
should be entitied to some consideration
in matters of urgent business. He (Mr.
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! attend to private members’
! The Leader of the Government might
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A. J. Wilson) bad a very important
measure, notwithstanding the charge of
ingincerity thrown out by the member
for Claremont: it was a Bill of very
material importaunce not only to members
on the Opposition side, bul to members
on the Government side. If the present
motion were carried, it would mean that
there would be only one Wednesday to
business,

generously afford members an oppor-
tunity of baving every Wednesday for
private members’ business. Holding that
view, he moved an amendment—

That the words “and also on every second
Wednesday ” be struck out.

There would then be three da.ys out of
the time before Christmas for members
to attend to private business.

Tee PREMIER (in reply) : Although
anxious to fall in with the views of
members as far as possible, it was to be
hoped the House would not agree to the
amendinendt.

Mr. A. J. Wiwson: Sit earlier, at 10
o’clock in the morning if need be. We
were anxious for work, anyhow.

Tue PREMIER appreciated the hon.
member’s desire for work ; and as at all
times the hon. member was most anxious
to work 16 hours a day, therefore he wasg
gonsistent in bringing down a Bill for a
legal eight hours day.

Me. A. J. WiLsox:
for eight hours' work.

Tue PREMIER: At all times the
Government would le ready to offer
facilities to private members who had
urgent business to transact; but to say
that every Wednesday should be set
apart for private members’ business
would be to do away with the good
sought to be attuined by an extrs sitting
day. If every Wednesday in every week
were set apart for privale members’
business—and every member who had a
Bill thought it was extremely urgent and
that the fate of the nation depended on
it-——there wonld be not much chance of
finishing the session withia the time
mentioned. In regard to the measure
referred to by the member for Claremont,
the Government also had an amendment
of the Wines, Beer, and Spirit Sale Act
to bring forward, notice of which would
be given to-morrow. The Bill which the
Government would bring forward would

Eight hours' pay



20 Commitiees, Bills,

give an opportunity to the member for
Claremont to introduce the amendment
he desired. The Government would be
ready to offer the hon. member every
facility, should that not suit him, to
bring along hizs measure; and he (the
Premier) would give the sume assurance
to the member for Forrest. The House
ghould not be asked to depart from the
usual pragtice, which was to allow private
members’ buginess to be brought forward
once a fortnight.

Amendment negatived, and the question
passed.

COMMITTEES OF THE SESSION.

On motions by the PrEMIER, sessional
committees were appointed as follow : —

PrivTing CommiTrEE—Mr. Speaker,
Mr. H. Brown, and Mr. Bath; to assist
Mr. Speaker in all matters which relate to
the printing executed by order of the
House, and for the purpose of selecting
and arranging for printing returns and
papers presented in pursuance of motions
made by members, and all papers laid
upon the table, whether in answer to
addresses or otherwise.

Sranpive OrDERS CoMMITTEE— ME.
Speaker, Mr. Foulkes, and Mr. Daglish ;
with leave to sit during any adjournment,
and with authority to confer upon sub-
jects of mutual concernment with any
committee appointed for similar purposes
by the Legislative Council.

LiBrary CommrrTee—Mr. Speaker,
Mr. Price, and Mr. T. Walker; with
leave to sit during any any adjournment
and during the recess, and with authority
to act jointly with the Library Com-
mittee of the Legislative Council.

Hoose Commrrree—DMr, Speaker, Mr.
Gregory, Mr. Gordon, Mr. A. .J. Wilson,
and Mr. Taylor; with leave to sit during
any adjournment and during the recess,
and with authority to act jointly with
the House Committee of the Legislative
Council.

BILLS, FIRST READING.

Statutory Fees, introduced by the
. Premier.

Stamp Act Amendment, introduced by
the Premier.

Perth Mint Act Amendwment, intro-
dnead by the Premier.
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Bills introduced.

Totalisator Duty, introduced by the
Premier.

Racecourses Licensing, introduced by
the Premier. .

Permanent Reserve Rededication, in-
troduced by the Minister for Lands.

Secret Commissions, introduced by the:
Minister for Commerce and Labour.

BILL—METROPOLITAN WATERWORKS
ACT AMENDMENT.

MOUNT LAWLEY AGREEMENT.

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
Frank Wilson) moved
For leave to introduce a Bill for ““ An Act
to confirm an agreement between the Metro-
politan Waterworks Board and the proprietors
of the Mount Lawley Estate, and to amend
the Waterworks Act 1889, and the Metropoli-
tan Waterworks Act 1896, and for other
purposges.”

Mr. (. Tavror (Mount Margaret):
Was this the same Bill about which a
select committee was appointed last
session ¥

Tae MixisTer ; Yes.

Mg. Tavror: No report was furnished
by that committee,

" Tue MiNistEr: No.

Mg. Dacrisa: Was this Bill the same
as that introduced by Mr. Johnson when
Minister for Works in the last Govern-
ment.

Tae MinistEr: The same Bill.

Mer. Dacrise: If it were not, he
would object to it.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a first time.

BILL—WINES, BEER, AND SPIRIT
SALE ACT AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Tae PREMIER (Hon. C. H. Rason)
presented a Message from the Governor,
recommending appropriation out of Con-
solidated Revenue Fund for the purpose
of a Bill to amend the Wines, Beer, and
Spirit Sale Act. Motion made (without
notice) for leave tn introduce such Bill.

POINTS OF ORDER.

Me. J. C. G. FOULKES rose to a point
of order. Amongst the Orders of the
Day stood motion No. 16, for leave to
introduce a Bill for '“ An Act tu amend
the Wines, Beer, and Spirit SBale Act.”
Did net that motion take precedence of
all motions of which notice had not been
given 7



Licensing Bill:

Me. SPEAKER: In accordance with
the Governor's Message, the Premier had
a prior right, notwithstanding the notice
which appeared in the name of the mem-
ber for Claremont on the Notice Paper.

Me. FOULEES: Of course the Gov-
ernor’s Message took precedence of all
business in the House, but any action
consequent ou that Message taken by the
Government should not take precedence
of any notices of motion given by mem-
bers which appeared on the Orders of the
Day for to-day’s sitting. The two things
were quite apart. Any action the Gov-
ernment proposed taking might be taken
only after motion No. 16 bad been dealt
with. He would like to have Mr.
Speaker’s decision.

Tae PREMIER hoped the hon. mewn-
ber did not construe his action as being
in any way opposed te that of the hon.
member himself. [Mr. Fourges: Not
at all.] He intended only to move the
first reading of the Government Bill, as
he understood the hon. mewnber himself
intended to ask for leave to introduce a
meagure. He thought the bon. member
would find that the action he wished to
take, and the action the Government in-
tended to take, could receive simultaneons
attention.

Mr. FOULKES was unaware at pre-
sent what amendment the Premier pro-
posed to make in the duties under the
Wines, Beer, and Spirit Sale Act. He
(Mr. Foulkes) could not shut his eyes to
the risk he might be taking ; for suppos-
ing there were “some financial amendment
made in the Act, he might be running
some risk of not being able to bhave
farther amendments made to the Bill
introduced by the Premier. Such amend-
ments might be contrary to the Standing
Orders, or quite foreign to the Bill as
introduced by the Government. He sug-
gested that the hon. gentleman should
allow the first Bill to stand until he (Mr.

Foulkes) had an opportunity of seeing
what amendments the Premier proposed .
[(Me. .

to make in the existing law.
Gorpon: Wasting the time of the
House.]
opportunity of seeing that, there
would not be the slightest trouble. He
hoped he would not have any opposition
from the Premier to his Bill. All he

wished to be satisfied about was that he
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Doubtless when he had an °
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{Mr. Foulkes) would have leave to in-
treduce his Bill.

Mr. BATH : Whatever might be the
position in regard to the Premier in ask-
ing leave without notice to introduce the

P Bill, he thought the member for Clare-
mont was perfectly right in his con-
tention that there could be no such haste
for the measure the Premier proposed to
introduce as to make it needful to cutin
ahead of the motion of which the member
for Claremont had given notice. He
hoped the Premier would see the de-
&irability of giving notice in the usual
way, and leaving the motion of the member
for Claremont to take its proper place.

Mr. DAGLISH: The member for
Claremont having given notice, the mere
fact that the hon. member sat on the
(Gtovernment side did npot debar the
courtesy, at all events, of his being told
what the intentions of the Government
were. Even though some members might
occupy seats on the Government side and
might perbaps happen to do somwething
not altogether palatable to the Premier,
the hon. gentleman should still allow
them the privilege of discussing with him
their intentions, and of knowing a little
when the Government intended to super-
sede those intentions. If these two Bills
were running concurrently there was no
reason why the Bill of the member for
Claremont should not have bees read a
first time Lefore his Excellency's Message
was brought under the notice of the
House. He hoped the hon. member
would be afforded a chance of going on
with his motion.

Mr. SPEAKER : Already he had
ruled and had adopted the precedent of
the past that, following the receipt of a
Message from His Excellency, the Pre-
mier or any other member in a similar
position had the right to introduce a
| Message of that nature; consequently
the Premier had a prior claim. That
did not affect the right of the member
for Claremont in anv degree whatever
with regard to his motion.

Mz. DAGLISH asked that the motion
by tbe Premier be read again.

Tee PREMIER moved “That the
Bill be now read u first fime.”

Me. BATH submitted that the Premier
had not secured the leave of the House
to introduce the Bill.
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Mr. FOULKES again rose to a point
of order. He asked for the Speaker’s
decision as to whether he would be in
order in introducing a Bill bearing the
same title word for word as that intro.
duced by the Premier. Al he was
anxious for was that he should not be

ehut out and prevented from introducing

his Bill.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
had a perfect right to introduce the Bill
of which he had given potice, Iu his
opinion, the title did not affect the Bill.

Question (that leave be given) put,
and a division called for by Mr. Horan,
who afterwards withdrew the call, saying
the member for Claremont was satisfied
with the decision given.

Question passed, leave given.

Bill introduced and read a first time. -

BILL—WINES, BEER, AND SPIRIT SALE
ACT AMENDMENT (No. 1).
Introduced by Me. Fourkes, and read
a first time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
SBECOND DAY OF DEBATE.

Resumed from the previous Thursday.

Me. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill): In
rising to address myself to the motion,
I do 50 as leader of a party (Labour)
which, as a result of the recent general
election, was considerably diminished in
numbers. But I wish to say at the
outset, I hope and believe that the party
has not entered this House with any
diminished belief in the fact that its
principles stand for everything that is
opposed to class domination and class
prejudice, but with remewed confidence
that its principles approach nearest to
the ideal of responsible and representa-
tive government—a thing about which
members on the Government side of

the House prate considerably, but under-.

stand very little. In the first place,
members pow in  Opposition had to
endure much contumely during the
recent electoral campaign, because of
the procedure which they adopt in their
party organisation, and especially be-
cause of the party meetings which are
designated by the name of **caucus.” I
would call attention to the fact that
members on the Government side had a
meeting on the day prior to the as-
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Second day.

sembling of Parliament, and in the course
of the meeting bad to consider the rival
claims of several gentlemen who were very
desirous of securing the coveted position
of Bpeaker. Some of those gentlemen
had pursued with considerable vigour
Lheir candidature for that position, with
the result that the party was called on to
decide their rival claims; and I under-
stand that Government supporters had
even to udopt the expedient of the ex-
hauostive ballot, in order to decide who
should be the nowinee of the united party.
[ do not know whether they called thata
cancus meeting, or called it an afterncon

' tea party, or by what name it was

designated; but it was essentially a
party meeting, similar to those meetings
held by the Labour party, in which the
Labour party discusses matters of concern
to the organisation. We know at least
that whatever decision Government sup-

+ porters urrived at, and by whatever means,

they presented a united front on the
assembling of Parliament; and I compli-
ment, them on the fact that while they
may not have seen fit to adopt a particular
designation for meetings of their party,
they have at Jeast seen the wisdom of hold-
ing such meetings, of adopting precisely
the same methods as the Labour party,
and of securing precisely similar results.
It was rather amusing to hear both the
member who moved (Mr. Price) and the
member who seconded (Mr. Eddy) the
maotion for the adoption of the Ad-
dress-in-Reply grow iodignant over the
evils of cancus government. I should
like to point out that the member for
Fremauntle (Mr. Price) was once very
desirous of being counecied with the
Labour party; was once very desirous of
securing the nomination of the Labour
party. [Mr. Price: Never.] And I
have reason also to believe that the mem.
ber for Coolgardie (Mr. Eddy) has wooed
the Labour party.
, Mz=. Evpy: Never, under your leader-
ship. .

]ﬁx. BATH : And because the mem-

* bers of the Labour party have not

appreciated those gentleman at their own
bigh estimate of their abilities, those
rentlemen have seen fit to go back on
their previous protestations of their
desire to farther the Labour cause; and
now they attempt to kick the party which
would have nothing to do with them.
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Mz. Peice: Wiy do you nof stick to
facts ¥

Mr. BATH: The hon. member says,
“ Why do you not tell the truth #”’

Mz. Price: No; I say, why do you
. not stick to facts ?

Me. BATH: That is a distinction
without & difference. If the hon. mem-
ber desires, I will explain the precise
circumstances in which he sought the
support of the Labour party, At the
time Mr. Doherty resigned his seat as
representative of North Fremautle, the
Labour party had a selection ballot in
which Mr. T. Cartwright was chosen as
the Labour nominee. Sowme of those
opposing Mr. Cartwright said it would be
advisable to submit that nomination to a
public meeting in order to have it in-
dorsed. The nomination was submitted
to a public meeting, which meeting was
called by the Political Labour Party,
advertised by the Political Labour Party,
and organised by the Political Labour
Party, to select a candidate who would
run for the North Fremantle seat as
the duly selected Labour candidate.
The present member for Fremuntle (Mr.
Price), in common with Mr. Cartwright
and Mr. Ives, submitted his name for
selection ; and unfortunately for Mr.
Price he was not selected: Mr. Ives was
the chosen man. If, however, Mr. Price
had been selected by that weeting, he
would have stood forth in the North
Fremantle electoral campaign as the
duly selected Tabour candidate.

Mgz. Price: Did I or did I not refuse
at that meeting to sign the ILabour
pledge?

Me. BATH: No.

Mg. Price: Certainly I did.

Mg. BATH: If at that weeting the
hon. member bad refused to sign the
pledge, he would not have been allowed
to be a candidate.

Mz. Price: It was not a Labour
meeting.

Mz. BATH : So much for the opposi-
tion to and the abuse of the Labour
party, the caucus, and the pledge, which
we hear from such members as the repre-
sentative for Fremantle.

Mz. Price: It was not a Labour
meeting.

Mr. BATH: Whatever may have
been the result of the general election,
and however that result may have been
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secured, I believe it was secured by
methods which will not bear the light of
investigation. In the first instance, the
issue of the writs with such indecent
haste was the weans by which the mem.
ber for Menzies (Hon. H. Gregory)
found himself elected. The hon. mem-
ber happens to have some excellent
friends in the electoral office at Menzies;
and he was well aware of the fact that
gince the by-election at which he sub-
mitted bimself as a Minister of the
Crown. about 400 or 500 claim forms
had been filed by men desirous of getting
their names on the roll.

Tae Minwrer For Mines (Hon. H.
Gregory): I say the hon. member's -
statement is quite nntrue; and I demand
its withdrawal.

Mr. BATH: Which statement does
the hon. member desire me to withdraw?

TrE MivisTER For MInESs: The state-
ment that I was aware that a large
number of claims had been filed, and that
the names of the c¢laimants had not been
placed on the roll.

Mg. Tavror: You told me s0,and you
showed me telegrams to that effect.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must withdraw,

Mr. BATH: If the hon. member
denies that he was aware of that fact, T
will withdraw the statement.

Tne MixistEr For Mines: Now I
should like to ask the hon. member
where he voted.

Mg, BATiI: The hon. member voted
in the electoratle in which he was entitled
to vote. Had the issue of the writs been
delayed, or had a decent interval been
allowed to elapse, as was allowed in all
previous elections, those men who had
filed their claims in the electoral office
would have been eligible to vote, and the
member for Menzies would not be present

. in this Chamber to-day; therefore, as

" members who sitin this Chamber.

regarde that member, the issuing of the
writs with such haste can be characterised
only as indecent; and I say that experi-
ence is not confined to the member for
Menzies, but was the experience of other
I wish
to say also that though the Premier has
characterised the result of the general
election as a glorious victory, neverthe-
less the methods employed to win that
victory can be characterised only by tbe
South African adjective “ slim.” There
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is no glory about a victory which de-
pends, not on giving an opportunity of
voting to every man and every woman
entitled to vote. but rather on depriving
of the right to vote those who de not
happen to be of the same shade of
opinion as the National Politival League.
As to my own personal vote, T was on
the roll for Kalgoorlie, and was not on
the roll for any other electorate. I am
constantly vistting Kalgoorlie, and I
reside there. DMy interests are more
closely identified with Kalgoorlie, more
fully wrapped up in that district, than
they are in any other electorate; and I
exercised my vote where my interests lie.
The Labour party recognise that it is
useless to indulge in any recriminations
because of the manner in which the
present result was brought about. We
have to accept the position of parties as
they stand to-day; and I suppose we
have to subscribe to the pious wish
embodied in the Governor's Speech, that
the position of parties to-day may lead
to stable government, and to those great
advantages which some people imagine
will follow stable government. We
have seen it stated in the Press, und by
members who have recently been before
the electors, that there cannot be a
restoration of confidence in the future of
thiz State, in its resources and its in-
dustries, withoul a restoration of the old
conditions of parliamentary government,
conditions under which there were but
two parties. Hlectors were informed that
if they returned to power three parties,
the unsatisfactory state of affairs com-
plained of last session must continue.
I amn not buoyed up by the sawme hope,
nor inspired by the same confidence, that
the result of the general election and the
state of parties in this Parliament will
bring about such renewed confidence or
such renewed prosperity. And when I
see the quarters in which such hope is
expressed, I am strongly reminded of
an incident chronicled by Shakespeare,
Members will probably recollect the scene :
How the portly Sir John Falstaff, the
swaggering Pistol, and the light-fingered
Poins waited with the same confidence
and hope for the tramslation of their
quondam boon companion, King Hal, to
the throne of England. Possibly the
advent of the present Administration

may result in securing the desired objects. |
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Ministers may do as well as that great
figure in English history. Baut I fear some
members of the Ministerial bench have
been too long on the other tack to take
any other course or to make a start at
welldoing in their present time of life. .
Again, while we hear the hope expressed
that we shall have stable goverument
and the joys that it is to bring, we have
on that Ministerial bench three gentle.
men who, but four short years ago,
occupied altogether different positions.
It was about the month of November
four years ago thut the present Minis-
ter for Mines (Hon. H. Gregory) toured
the country, stating that if the present
Minister for Works (Hon. F. Wilson)
was then allowed to continue in office or
to oceupy that position, the interests of
the State would suffer. At the same
time we had the present Premier on one
side and then on the other—al one time
an enthusiastic supporter of Mr. Mor-
gans, who was then the chief of the
present Minister for Works—[TrE Mi1N-
1sTER FOR LaNps (Hon. N. J. Moore):
Are we to have all this ancient history
again ?]—and later on a colleague of the
present Minister for Mines. I would
like to point out to the Minister for
Lands that this is not ancient history.
The history of four years ago cannot by
any means be characterised as ancient;
and I would infinitely prefer the opinion
of the present Minister for Mines at that
time in regard to the possibilities, or the
capabilities, or the probabilities of success
on the part of the present Minister for
Works than I would accept his present
opinion ; because we all know the truth
of the proverb: “Evil communication
corrupts good manners.” However, I
suppose there is no one in this House
who would not re-echo the wish that in
the course of our political warfare of the
future, we may have a clear-cut issue in
this House, that is a clear-cut issue not
as we sit in this House at present, but
according to the political opinions ex-
pressed by members when consulting
the electors of the State. 1 have taken
the trouble to go through the speeches
that hon. members made when wooing
the suffrages of their constituenis; and
I could without difficulty point to a
dozen members on the Government side
who, in the course of their addresses,
declared themselves out-and-out sup-
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porters of the taxation of unimproved °

land values, in fact they made it the first
plank in their programmes; while on the
other hand, I can point to a dozen members
on the Government side of the House who
are just as emphatically opposed toit. I
want to know how the Government sup-
porters can reconcile themselves to the
conflicting opinions. Thie is not only
true of the question of the unimproved
land values tuxation, but it is also true
in regurd to such questions as the redue-
tion of the franchise for the Upper House
and other important legislative proposals,
Of course, there are some hon. members
on the Government side of the House
whose opinions I could not find.  For
instance, I quote the two hon. gentleinen
who sit for Balkatta (Mr. Veryard) and
North Perth (Mr. Brebber). They either
had no views to express, or were unequal
to the task of expressing them; and the
result was they were compelled to requisi-
tion the services of Ministers to go and
express their political views for them;
and whatever may have been the pre-
dilections of the electors of those con-
stituencies, we know that the Ministers
placed in the mouths of those hon. mem-
bers their own particular views on political
issues.

Tue Premier: With very good results.

Mr. BATH: Apart from that, I wish
to say that, whatever may be the opinion
of people in this House or outside as to

: they
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make such excellent speeches on such
peor waterial. They ecmulated sowme
character in Shakespeare, and made *' an
infinite deal out of nothing”; and with
the stock of platitudes and 1nanity which
they were compelled to fall back upon
made most excellent speeches.
While we had very little in the way of
legislative proposals put forward by the
Premier, we have the Governor's Speech
padded out with the usual tale of the
wonderful way in which the industries of
the State are progressing, and with
details of the agricultural, pastoral, and
mining indunstries. We are told, for in-
stance, about the export of gold, and
about the dividends that liave beeii paid
for the first ten months of the year. It
seems to me thev have credited the
mining industy with some occult power
of foreseeing that the Rason Administra-
tion was going to benefit us with its
glorious presence, and that therefore
during the first ten months of the year
that they were not in office the wining
industry exerted itself to put out divi-

; dends simply in the hope that this

the desirability of having more than two -

parties in the House, there is infinitely
more room in this Chamber for honest
difference of opinion, even if it involves
three or half-a-dozen parties, than there

is for the political aposiacy and prostitu-

tion of prineiple which have brought hon.
members, with their election pledges still
warm on their lips, to sit behind the re-
actionary Cabinet that occupies the Gov-
ernmeni bench. Now we come to that
which is being dignified by the name of
the Governor's Speech. This miserable
production, which is something on the
. lines of a glorified soap advertisement,
absolutely destitute of matter or of
literary grace, bas been brought before
us us the embodiment of the propesals of
this progressive and liberal Government.
And right here T wish to cougratulate
the hon. members who moved and
seconded the adoption of the Address-in-
Reply on the fact that they were able to

. — — ————e

Administration was going to arrive. Of
course I am very pleased to hear of the
dividends. We all like to know that the
mining industry, in fact any industry, is
progressing; but I may point out thai
there is another side to the picture, and
I am going to supply this most palpable
omission from the Governor’s Speech.
While we have this export of gold, this
stream of dividends, there is another side
to the picture which is infinitely darker
and infinitely blacker. I refer to the
tragedy of toil which daily oceurs on the
mining fields in this State; and in all
the deification of our golden harvest,
I want to know why some humane
consideration is not paid or given
Lo the lives and health of those engaged
in the mining industry. I have a lively
recollection during the recent campaign
of a pink-tinged pampblet issued by the
Minister for Mines in which, in tones
almost beseeching, he professed sympathy
with the working miner, and an intention
of workiong on his bebalf when returned
to Parliament. In fact he had published
the Mines Regulation Amendment Bill
submitted by the recent Administration,
and side by side in comparison were his
own revolutionary proposals. Now I
want to know why, when he hud the
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opportunity, and when as Minister for
Mines he is called upon toadminister the
Mines Department, there is no mention
in this Governor's Speech of such an
important matter as n Mines Regulation
Amendment Bill. While we can find
room for trifling measures, and while the
hon, member professes sympathy for the
working miner and states that the scan-
dalous condition of things which obtains
on many of the mines shall not continue,
why, when he has the opportunity, does
not the Minister introduce this measure ?
It shows that, now that the elections are
over, his professions of sympathy for the
working miner and his health and welfare
were nothing but a hollow sham. Of
course, we have hon. members declaring
that what we want is legislative vest.
Every political prattler, when he has
nothing sensible to say, uses this
dreary drivel about wantiug legislative
rest. Ina growing community such as
‘Western Australia, which is young and
progressive, there is wmore danger in
administering the affairs of the country
with out-of-date and obsolete legislation
than there is in intreducing amending
measures, or new measures which are
necessary to a growing community. We
have heard too much altogether of this
dreaty drivel about legislative rest. Even
hou. members on the Government benches
have not decided to give us complete rest,
for they bave brought down legislative
proposals; and it is a crying shame that
amongst them there is no mention of a
Mines Regulation Amendment Bill,

Tae MinisTEr For MINEs: You want
to get those Italian friends of yours a job.

M=r. BATH : Again we have the usual
platitudes about assistance to pros-
pectors. Ministers have been spending
congiderable time lately in irotting
around the agricultural shows, posing to
the people and professing about what
they are going to do for the great mining
industry, while they have not embodied
much in the way of assistance to that
industry so fav as the Governor's Speech
is concerned. I suppose they have salved
the conscience of the Minisler for Mines
by some delightfully vague statements in
one paragraph of the Governor’s Speech.
8¢ far as assistance to prospectors is
concerned, no doubt every member is
desirous that such assistance should be
given; but if we are to assist the right
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man and give it in the right direction, it
musi be on some well formulated plan,
and not on the methods pursued by the
Minister for Mines, giving a few sops

" here and there to electors and by the

reduction of charges here and there,
which certainly do not benefit the right
man, the bone fide prospector, but more
often give crushing at rates that are un-
remunerative to the man who wmerely
goes to some show where he happens to
know that stone exists, and gouges it out,
and then leaves the show unworked and
undeveloped. I believe there is room in
the department for a business man who
will grapple with the question of assist-
ance to prospectors. Perhaps he would
not be popular with a section of the
people, or with a lot of men who very
often call themselves prospectors, but
have absolutely no right or title to the
term, Very often the prospector is a
man who makes the least outery, while
the man who is mot a prospector,. but
who merely gouges out a bit of stone,
joins a prospectors’ association, invites
the Mimister alung, gets him to give
a concession here and there, and
then declares what a great deal the
Minister has done for the industry.
We want a business man who will place
the administration on a business footing.
For instance, we bad during the prior
term the Minister for Mines occupied
that position the stutement that the
State batteries, while they had been of
great assistance to people out back, had
always shown a emall profit; but when
things were investigated and the financial
position was put in a clear light, we
found that a considerable loss had taken
place which had not been compensated
for by eny equivalent advantage in
the development of the industry. I
believe that the administration of the
State batteries should be placed ou a
business footing, and that if we are to
give encouragement, it sbould be by a
lump vote of this House and as the
result of the deliberations of this House,
and that it should be spent by some
competent authority in the right direc-
tion, so that Lhe real genuine prospector
should receive the benefit of it, and not
the one who merely gets the ear of the
Minister. But this 1s not the worst
feature of the proposals which have been
put forward by the Minister as the
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remedy for what be is pleased to term ' desirous of improving affairs here, if he
the stagnation of the wining industry. | is desirous of doing away with the

We have insidious proposals for the
removal of many of the conditions which
have been inserted in the mining legisla-
tion of this State; and these appear,
while they ure carefully veiled, side by
side with the Press interviews with Mr.
Hoover, whe is the representative of
Bewick, Moreing, and Co. in this State.
Mr. Hoover’s remedy for all the ills to
which the mining industry is beir is that
the mine-owners should be granted the
fee simple of their holdings. I have
made a study of the conditions of mining
in America; and although they grant
the fee siruple there, I deny that miniog
in America is in a better position than it
is in Western Australiz. For the size of
the population in America they do not
make the same progress in prospecting
and mining development that we deo in
Western Australia; and I can point to a
mining field in New South Wales where
I have hud experience and where the
mining companies hold the fee simple
of a very large area of land. T refer
to the Wentworth properties at Luck-
now. The owners have enjoyed the
fee simple there, yet stagnation in mining
is the rule. It is not because of any con-
ditions to which they have to submit, for
they have to submit to none, but because
those mines have been wade the means
of market manipulations, because those
mines huve been submitted to practically
the same kind of scandal as has existed
in Western Australia, that the mining is
in a stagoant condition. It is Dbecause
we have precisely the same conditions in
market manipulations amongst our specu-
lators, that stagnation continues here.
We had & Commission on the Deep Levels
Mine, aund certain recommendations were
put forward by that Commission; and I
say those recommendations were desirable,
and in pursuance of them the previous
Aduwinistration submitted an amendment
of the Companies Act to get over some of
the difficulties. The Premier in his first
policy speech after assuming office, at
Midland Junction, was pleased to express
approval of the proposals: then why not
emhbody them in the Governor’s Speech
to-day? Why has the Minister for Mines,
who is so solicitous for the welfare of the
tining industry, not submitted these pro-
posals in his programme? If he is

fraudulent methods of the past, why
has he wnot submitted these proposals

" as well as such a propesal us the Fire

Brigades Bill? As far as the mining
industry is concerned, it apparently is
going to receive short shrift at the
hands of the present Adwinistration. Tt
is rather significant that side by side
with the demand for an alteration of
conditions as to mining and the move-
ment for the fee simple of the land, we
have the Minister for Lands declaring at
Subiaco that although we have over six
willien acres of Jand alienated and in
process of alienation in this country, we
have but a miserable 678,000 acres of
land, or 3 per cent. of the total, under
cultivation. He proposes an opposite
method to that adopted by the Minister
for Mines. He proposes Lo insist on the
conditions under which the lands are
held being carried out in order that the
land may be brought under cultivation.
T point this out as a significant contrast
between the two remedies for the evil.
It 18 not the proposed amendment of the

* Mining Act which will reslore confidence

on the part of investors. We have a
propoesal for the construction of light
agricultural railways. This has been a
good old gag in the hands of the
Ministers opposite for a long time, but
they have been careful not to give details
as to where the lines should start from
because these would have set people by the
ears. Hon. members would then have
been battling for their respective routes,
and we should bave had the happy birds
in the Ministerial nest quarrelling right
away. So far as the coustruction of
these lines is concerned, until we have
people setiled on the areas and cultivat-
ing the areas which have heen taken up
along the existing lines of railway, it is
not time to talk of building spur railways
which must be uunprofitable for some
years to come. We have a large area of
alienated land along the lines and such a
small percentage cultivated, and if we
are to encourage land settlement and
introduce a different state of affuirs we
must devote our attention to these areas,
and not to the building of lines which
will be unprofitable.

TrEe MiNisTER FOR Works: Why did
you not put it in the Governor's Speech ?
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M=r. BATH : The hon. member knows
I have not had an opportunity of draft-
ing a Governor’s Speech yet: the hon.
member will bave to wait three years.
I want to know what is the use of loading
the expenditure of this State with the
necessatry amonnt for interest and sinking
fund in building branch lines, when we
have areas of land that counld Le utilised
along the existing lines of railway? If
there had been any statesman-like quali-
ties in the Premier he would have
submitted to us proposals’ for the insti-
tution of a tax on the unimproved value
of land, for compulsory purchase of some
of these areas, and for the insistence in
carrying out the conditions’ upon which
much of the land is now held, in order
that the railways might be made paying
propositions. There 1s room for hundreds
of settlers along the railway routes if the
right policy is pursued, and I hope those
members who have declared their belief
in a tax on the nnimproved value of land
will insist that the Ministry shall carry
out that proposal, or that they will take
their places on that side of the House on
which they ought to have occupied seats
when they first enteted the .Chamber.
There is another significant omission—
and it seems to me the sins of omission
on the part of the Government are

infinitely greater than the sins of com--

mission. The Premier secured consider-
able support by his advocacy of Upper
House reform. While he was not in
favour of the Labour party’s proposal
for a referendum he was pleased to be in
favour of a reduction of the franchise to
£15, and the Ministry were to stand or
fall by this propusal; yet thereis no
mention made of this proposal in the
Governor’s Speech. 'We shall have Legis-
lative Council elections coming on next
year, and if the Premier was desirous
of Legislative Council reform being inkro-
duced, he should have brought forward
the proposal this session. That is of in-
finitely greater importance that some of
the proposals submitted in the Governor’s
Speech, and it shows how sincere the
hon. gentleman was four years ago when
he signed the Labour platform and was
then prepared to swallow all the proposals,
but now he has gone back even on the
small modicum of the proposals in
Upper House reform.
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Mz. G. TavLor:
sign it ?

Mz. BATH : The hon. member knows
I gave the fullest information during the
course of a speech last session. The bon,
gentleman was then in favour of the
taxation of unimproved land, he was in
favonr of old age pensions, the non-
alienation of Crown lands and of Upper
House veform; but he has even gone
back on that small instalment which he
was prepared to grant after becoming
Premier, that of Upper House reform.
While we have un entire lack of matter
in the Governor's Speech, and while we
are going to be treated to that much-
nseded Legislative rest, the Grovernment
intend to do a great dealin the matter of
administration—that is where they are
going to shine, Yet they have been three
months in office and what have they
done? Their greatest thing seems to
have been telling the people what they
are going to do, when they have been
attending agricultural shows. In the
time they have occupied in going round
the country speaking of what they intend
to do and suyingr how they intend to carry
out administration, they might have
accomplished something. Then I re-
meinber the smaller the amount. of time
these members spend in their adminis-
trative offices, may be the greater ad-
vantage to the community. The Minister
for Works at Busselton gave an eloquent
speech, one of the most eloquent he has
ever delivered: of course it was after
partaking of a show dinner. He treated
us to an eloquent speech on the amount
of good the Government were going to
do in the administrative work of the
State.

Tae MinNisTER FOR WORKS:
glad you enjoyed it.

Mg. BATH: It seeins they are more
capable of talking about it than doing
the work.

Me. A.J. Witson: He told me it. was
a good job it came after the dinner.

Mr. BATH: T mway remind the
Minister for Works that the road to a
certain place where the temperature is
reported to be very great is paved with
good inlentions, and the Government
appear to have not much confidence in
the future world or they would not be
erecting such a good pavement. ag they are
doing. We are going to have close

Did the Premier

I am
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attention paid to the finances. When
the September return appeared, and it
was inflated to such an extent by the
receipt of land rents, the Premier,
although he did not want to claim credit
for the surplus, made the remark that if
there had been a deficit people would
have blamed him. It seems to remind
we of the Minister for Works saying, 1
do not want to say I am a beautiful man ;
but if people do not say I am ugly, it
shows conclusively that I am the other
thing.”” After the September return
appeared, the October return came with
a deficit, the surplus being on the other
side. Then the burst of confidence which
the Press and the public said the State
had received from the advent of the Rason
Government, went bung, and straight
away the Premier lost his halo. 1am
afraid this state of the finances is not
to be gauged by the method displayed
by the Premier in dealing with the
prospects for the coming year 1905-6.
He stated that he arrived at his decision
by a simple wmethod, multiplying the
quarterly returns by four.

Tae Premier: Notbing of the kind.

Mr. BATH: The Premier stated that
he received so much during the first
guarter, that he simply multiplied it. by
four, and it guve so much.

Tae Premies: He did nothing of the
kind.

Me. BATH : The papers recorded itas
having been stated by the Premier, and if
he has any grievance, then it is not against
me,

Tre Premier: The papers did nothing
of the kind.

Mrg. BATH : Tt is against the gentle-
men who reported him in the newspapers
of the State.
admire most, the simplicity of the method,
of the Premier, or of the audience,

on methods such as that, I am sorry to
say that he will be a long way out of bis
calculations at the end of the financial
year. We come to the whole secret of
the support of the 34 members which the
Premier received at the recent election,
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ferred to, on Harbour Improvemeuts, Incraased
Water Supplies to the Goldfields Improve-
ments of existing and creating new Stock
Routeg, Boring for Artesian Water in the
North and North-West, and in other import.
ant directiona. I[mproving the Water Sapply
and the initiation of & comprehensive Schewe

. of Sewcrage for the Metropolitan Area will be

shortly commenced. You will be asked to
grant a farther Loan Authorisation. My
Advisers, having every confidence in the
future of our State, feel that development in
every possible direction should be encouraged
by judicicus expenditure.

*“ My Advisers having every contidence in
the future of the State" are going to
borrow money in order o expend it ou
these works., It is the same old story.
Instead of asking the people of the State
to square up the finances and show con-
fidence in the State by honest financial
methods, that of building many of the
works which cannot be of a reproductive
nature out of revenue, they are going to
show confidence in the State of Western
Australia by going to the money-lenderin
theold country. Thatremindsmeprecisely
of the method of the impoverished spend-
thrift, who takes his dress-suit to his
*“uncle” and usks for a loan, teiling him |
it is & magnificent suit, made of the
best material, that it cost him £12, and
he is quite satisfied it will wear for a
great muny years to come, So he pawns
the garment with his “uncle.” That is
precisely the method adopted by the hon.
gentlemen when they want to restore
confidence in the resources of Western
Australia. I wigsh to say that, as far as
this State 1s concerned, if we need legis-
lative rest, we need rest infinitely more

. from the borrowing poelicy pursued in

I do not kpnow which to |

Ifthe
Premier is to build up bis Budget Speech

when we come to the paragraph that
deals with loan expenditure. The hon. .

member placed these words in the mouth
of His Excellency the Governor :—

Erpenditure from Loun Funds will be
necessary upon the railways previously re.

the past. If members were desirous of
squaring the finances, if they were
desirous of providing or building many
of these works as they should do from
revenue instead of from loan funds, they
would go to the people of the State with
confidence in its resources and say, ‘' We
want increased taxation ; we want you to
provide mouey in order that these works
can be built without going to the foreign
money-lender, to place the country in
pawn in order to secnre that money.’”
{MexBeEr : How much did you borrow 1)
The hon. member asks, how much did
I borrow? I have nofhad an opportunity
vet: that will come three years hence,
when a change of condition takes place.
Theu finally we have it declared 1o all
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seriousness by the hon. gentlemen who
fill those benches that they are going to
amend the Electoral Act and to re-
organise the electoral system. T would
just as soon accuse a burglar of intro-
ducing a society for the suppression of
burglary. When we know by what
methods many of the elections in this
State were won in the recent campaign,
when we know for instance how the
postal voting system was abused in the
electorate of the member for Menzies
(the Minister for Mines), how can we

possibly believe that these hon. gentle-

men are sincere in their desive to amend
the electoral system, unless it be thal,
baving secured their advantage by abuse
of provisions of the Aet, they are
quite satisfied with the result, and wish
to assume a virtue and use the besom of
reform, If the hon. members are really
sincere and desirous of remedying the
abuses which we know have cropped up
in the administration, they will find
metnbers on this (Opposition) side of
the House willing and anxious to assist
them in that task, because it is members
on this side of the House who have
suffered by those abuses. We have, for
instance, the abuse of postal voting, I
wish to say I wus a member of the
Labour party of seven which assisted the
Administration to insert that provision
for postal votes in the Electoral Act,
because the Tabour party lhas always
been desirous of extending the franchise
to as wide a circle as possible, to give
every adult in the community the right
and title to vote; and we thought by
inserting that provision we should he
giving the franchise to persons otherwise
deprived of the right to exercise it.
But we did not know how that provision
was going to be abused. We did not
know it would be used in the way it has
been by those who have gone to people
and have taken their votes. for instance
when they were drunk; who have tuken
some votes and absolutely refused to take
others, and in many other directions have
made the Acta by-word in the mouths
of those who criticise our electoral
system.

Tre Mivister ror Mives: Why do
you not cite an instunce ?

Mr, BATH: If the hon. member
wishes we to cite one, I can cite one in
the district of Waverley, which is in the
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hon. member's electorate, where a gentle-
man refused to take the vote of some, and
took the vote of another who was drunk,
and who when he wished to exercise his
vote in a proper manner was told that he
bad given the vote for a certain gentle-
man.

+Tre MiNigTER For Mines: I do not
think you would dare to say that out-
side.

Me. BATH : Then in another case we
have postal votes of ladies behind bars
which were taken over the bar counter.
These people were able to go and record
their votes, and that was a distinet
breach of the postal voting provision.
Then again in regard to the limitation
of expenses, it is absolutely a farce and a
by-word. How wany persons on that
{Government) side of the House can say
their expenses were limited to £100°

Tee MrwviaTER ror Wokgs: Every
one.

Mg. BATH : That is the most absurd
statement I have ever heard the Minister
for Works make in this House. I assert
that when they sign those declarations
before a justice of the peace, a great
many of them must commit absclute
perjury.

Tar PremMiEr: They have no union
funds to use.

Mer. A. J. WiLsow: What about the
National League funds? -

Mzr. BATH : Then again we have in
the Electoral Act provision against treat-
ing electors, und yet we all know how
prominent & part beer played in many
campaigns throughout the State of
Western Australia. These provisions
should either be made operative or else
wiped out of the Blectoral Act as being
absolutely useless and cumbersome. Now
we come to the question as to what is likely
to be the fuirness or impartiality of the
administration of those gentlemen who
occupy those benches at the present time.
The wmemiber for Fremantle {Mr. Price),
for instance, stated he would not be on that
side of the House if he did not expect the
present Government to give a fair and
impartial administration. It seems to
me that if the hon. member knew what
he ought to know, he ought not be
occupying that seat on that side of the
House. I wish to ask members on that
gide of the House, for instance, why,
when the previous Administration had
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taken steps to prevent the monopoly of
large areas of timber without those areas
being utilised, those steps werc stopped s
goon as the present Minjsters assumed
office, and the action was prevented. 1
want to know, for instance, why, before
any authortative statement could have
been procured in regard to the matter,
while the election campaign was on, the
Premier declared his intention of carry-
ing on u flying survey between Bridge-
town and Albany with a view to building
the Bridgetown-to-Albany railway. I
want to know why during this last week
and whilst the seat of the member for
Coolgardie (Mr. Eddy) is challenged
with a petition which i& very likely to be
successful, the Minister for Mines (Hon.
H. Gregory) has declared publicly his
intention of bringing the Coolgardie
battery up to date, when there are a
dozen other places in other parts of
the State which have prior claias to that
of Coolgardie to have their hatteries
equipped and brought into proper work-
ing order. Then we have sinister hints
about amending the legislation and about
the removal of restrictions in regard to
private enterprise. Then we also have
1n this connection the despatch from the
Home Office, and the stated intention of
the "Government to move for an amend-
ment of the PFactories Act. As far as
the members on this side of the House
are concerned, if wembers opposite
" believe that the interests of the State can
be farthered and the resources of the
State developed by givingto thesyndicator
the right to plunder this State without
any legislative interference, by giving tothe
sweater the right to sweat lahour without
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at the instigation of the Minister for
Works (Hon. Frank Wilson) in order to
do away with those legislative safe-
guards which bave been introduced for
the protection of the worker and the fair
employer alike. It is absurd. And I
say there is a complete change in the
politics of the Minister for Mines which
will allow him to take part in n Cabinet
that puts forward such proposals, there

" i3 w complete change from that time

any legislative interference, then I say

thay will receive the strongest and most
bitter opposition from those who happen
to constitute His Majesty’s Opposition in
this Parliament. As far as we are con.

cerned we are desirous, and have always .
been desirous, of giving the utmost -

assistance and the utmost encouragement
to every industry aud to every class in
the community. But we say there are
those against whom those legislative
enactments are required. They are

required just as much for the protection -

of the fair employer as they are for the
protection of the worker, and we will
give the most stremuous opposition to
any proposals which may be submitted

when he used to claim that, although he
would not sign the pledge, he was
desirous of allying himself with the
Labour party——

TrE MinisTER FOR MINES:
say that: itis going too far.

Mz. BATH : The hon, member stated
in a speech at Kookynie that while he
could not sign the pledge of the Labour
party, he was desirous of working in with
them and making a sort of alliance with
them, if many of them were returned.
That was at the election of 1801, I
recollect that it was in response to an
invitation by the members of the Labour
party at Kookynie to the hon. gentleman
to join the Labour party at that time and
gign the platform.

Tee MivisTer pPor Mines: It is
untrue that I was asked to sign the plat-
forra at the meeting.

Mr. BATH: If the hon. member
says it 1s untrue, I withdraw the state-
ment.

Mg. Tavror: It is generally believed
there.

M=z. BATH: At the same time the
hon. member has always declared himself
to be in gympathy with the Labour
party aund with their proposals, and it
comes ill from him at the preseut time to
be allied in the manner he is.  As far as
members of the Opposition are concerned,
although they may be few in numbers,
they will present the most strenuous
opposition to the influence which un-
doubtedly the Minister for Works is
exercising on the present Cabinet.

Mr. J. PRICE (in explanation): T
desire to make a personal explanation.
The leader of the Opposition bas deune
me the honour of referring.toan incident
which bappened at North Fremantle
some three years ago with which T was
connected. [ desire to intorm him that
the meeting was open to the public. Tt
wag nof; confined to the members of any

Do not
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Labour organisation at all. The vote
taken at the meeting was also open to
any person who attended that meeting,
and muny men attended who were
absolutely uncounected with any Labour
organisation. I believe it is customary
when a ballet is tuken for it to be taken
amougst trades unionists or members of
the Labour party.

Mr. Bara: When I was first chosen
as candidate it was by electors on the
roll.

Mr. PRICE: At this very meeting I
was unexpectedly proposed at the ballot.
I distinctly informed the assemblage that
under no circumstances would I sign the
Labour platform. Tt seems to me that
courtesy and fair play must be dead,
when a gentleman who is Leader of the
Opposition gives such a travesty of facts
to this House,

Mx. Batr: We have hon. gentlemen
who were present there who can give the
ahsolute facts of the case.

[Pause ensued, each side suggesting
. members who shonld speak.]

Me. A.J. WILSON (Forrest) : [ move
that the debate be adjourned.

Me. H E. BOLTON {(North Fre-
mantie) : T second the motion for adjourn-
ment.

Motion put and negatived.

[Pause ensued ; suggestions made for
continuing the debate. ]

Mgr. Sreager rose at length, and put
the question “ That the Address.in-Reply
be adopted.”

No remarks, Question passed.

BILL—ROADS AND STREETS CLOSURE.
SECOND READING.

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS AND
AGRICULTURE (Hon. N. J. Moore):
I have the honour to move the second
reading of this Bill. As members are
aware, it is practically a perenpial meas-
ure; and, from a perusal of the schedule,
members will see that it contains nothing
very novel. In agcordance with the
usual procedure, all the proposed closures
have received the approval of the munici-
palities and roads boards interested.
Plans showing the necessary details will
now be laid on the table, so that members
may study them before the Committee

[ASSEMBLY.]

Adjournment.

stage. When in Commitiee, I will beg
leave to add to the street closnres already
notified in the schedule three others in
the towns of Broome, Chidlow’s Well,
and Gnumbulla respectively.

Op motion by Me. BartH, debate ad-
journed.

ADJOURNMENT.

Tere PREMIER (Hon. C. H. Rason)
moved :

That the House do now adjourn.

Question put, and a division taken
with the following result :—-

Ayes .27
Noes . 14
Majority for .. 13
AvEs. Nozxs,

Dlr. Baruett Mr. Bath

Mr, Brebber Mr. Bolton

Mr. Butcher Mr. Collier

Mr. Corgon Mr. Heitmano

Mr. Diamond Mr. Holman

Mr. Eddy Mr. Horau

Mr. Gregory Mr, Hudson

Mr. Gull Mr. Lynch

Mr. Hardwick Mr. Senddan

Me. Hayward Mr. Toylor

Mr. Hicks Mr. Walker

Mr. Hlingworth My, Ware

Mr. Isdell Mr. A. J. Wilson

Mr. Keenan Mr., Troy (Teller).

Mr. Layman

Mr. McLurty

Mr. Mitchell

Mr. N. J. Moore

Mr. 5. F. Moore

Mr. Piense

Mr, Price

Mr. Ragon

br, Smith

Ar. Stone

Mr. Veryard

Mr. F. Wilson

Mr. Gordon {Telles).

Question thus passed.

The House adjourned accordingly at
23 minutes past 4 o’clock, until the next
afternoon.



